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[0006] 

[Means and Operation for Solving the Problems] The objective 
is achieved by the reticle container and the exposure method 
described below. Specifically, a reticle container in 
accordance with the present invention is a container that is 
used to accommodate and convey a reticle provided with a 
pellicle and that has a structure through which the conveyance 
can be carried out with the inside of the container being filled 
with an inert gas . 

[0007] The reticle container in accordance with the present 
invention has such a structure that a reticle provided with a 
pellicle can be conveyed with the inside of the container being 
filled with an inert gas. To realize such a structure, it is 
sufficient that the container is airtight and has a space where 
the accommodation and conveyance of a reticle provided with a 
pellicle are afforded, but it is preferable that the container 
has also a gas inlet and a gas outlet. 

[0008] Preferably, the space between the pattern surface of a 
reticle and a pellicle woven over the surface is filled with 
an inert gas. As shown in FIG. 1, a pellicle is normally woven 
over the pattern surface of a reticle via a frame. 
[0009] Further, an exposure method in accordance with the 
present invention is characterized in that a reticle provided 
with a pellicle is accommodated in a reticle container in 
accordance with the present invention that is filled with an 
inert gas, then is conveyed to an exposure apparatus, and then 
is exposed. 

[0010] As the sequence to fill an inert gas, it is preferable 
that an inert gas is first filled at the stage where a pellicle 
is stuck on a reticle and then after accommodating the reticle 
in a reticle container, the air in the container is substituted: 
by an inert gas; however, alternatively, it may also be so 
scheduled that a reticle provided with a pellicle not filled 
with an inert gas is first accommodated in a reticle container, 
and thereafter by introducing an inert gas in the container, 
the air in the inside of the reticle provided with a pellicle 
is substituted by the inert gas utilizing gas permeability of 
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container is joined to cassette lid 14 at surface 19. "20" is 
the handle portion of lid 17 of the conveyance container. 
[0017 J Next, the inert gas introducing system will be described. 
"21" is a tube that introduces an inert gas from an inert gas 
cylinder, not shown, to female side joint 22, "23" is a male 
side joint that engages with female side joint 22, "24" is a 
throttle valve, and "25" is a handle for opening and shutting 
the conduit of throttle valve 24, wherein the inert gas flows 
at the "OPEN" position of the handle and stops at the "CLOSE" 
position of the handle. 

[0018] "26" is a connector that connects throttle valve 24 to 
tube 27 and is joined to throttle valve 24 at a screw portion. 
"28" is a filter and captures dust in the inert gas conduit. 
"29" and "30" are connectors and connect filter 28 respectively 
to tube 27 and tube 31. "32" is a connector that connects 
conveyance main body 16 to tube 31 and is joined to main body 
16 at a screw portion. 

[0019] Next, the gas exhausting system will be described. "41" 
is a connector that connects conveyance main body 16 to tube 
42 and is joined to main body 16 at a screw portion. "43" is 
a connector that connects throttle valve 44 to tube 42 and is 
joined to throttle valve 44 at a screw portion. "45" is a handle 
for opening and shutting the conduit of throttle valve 44. and 
is opened when the air in the conveyance container is 
substituted by the inert gas. when, after filling the inert gas, 
the container is conveyed, the introducing side handle 25 and 
the exhausting side handle 45 are closed and further female side 
joint 22 is detached from male side joint 23. The reason for 
closing the exhausting side handle 45 is to prevent the air from 
flowing into the container. "46" is a base plate. Because 
throttle valve 24 is light, the container may be conveyed either ~ 
with or without the base plate. 
[0020] Second Kmhodimanf 

FIG. 2 is a schematic drawing illustrating the overall 
configuration of a stepper used for an exposure method in 
accordance with the present invention; "50" is an illumination 
system, "51" is a reticle unit, "52" is a reticle conveyance 
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the pellicle, and the air in the container substituted by the 
inert gas. 

[0011] with the above method in accordance with the present 
invention, a reticle provided with a pellicle filled with an 
inert gas can be placed in an inert gas atmosphere during the 
time when the reticle is conveyed to an exposure apparatus 
(stepper) and also during the waiting time up to the mounting 
of the reticle to the apparatus , and thus the purity of the inert 
gas filled in the reticle provided with a pellicle can be 
maintained. 

[0012] in an exposure method in accordance with the present 
invention, a reticle provided with a pellicle is preferably 
placed in an inert gas atmosphere also during exposure. In a 
stepper, in particular, it is preferable that both of the apace 
near the reticle surface and the space between the wafer surface 
and the last element of the projection lens are filled with an 
inert gas. Further, the exposure is preferably performed using 
excimer laser light. 

[0013] Further, the present invention relates to a device 
manufacturing method characterized in that devices are 
manufactured by a manufacturing process including an exposure 
method in accordance with the present invention. 

[0014] 

[Embodiments] First Embodiment-. 

FIG. 1 is a partially cut-away view of a reticle container in 
accordance with the present invention that accommodates and 
conveys a reticle provided with a pellicle. In the view, "1" 
is a reticle, "2" is a pellicle frame, "3" is a pellicle', and 
those three parts are mutually bonded. "4" is the space 
surrounded by the parts. 

[0015] The reticle is mounted on cassette tray 11 and is 
supported by positioning surface 12 and mounting surface 13. 
"14" is a cassette lid and is joined to tray 11 at joint portion 
15. 

[0016] The conveyance container of the present invention 
comprises main body 16 and lid 17, and those members are joined 
by joining screw portion 18. Main body 16 of the conveyance 
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unit, "53" is an electrical equipment box, "54" is a projection 
lens, "55" is a wafer conveyance system, and "56" is a XYZE stage 
and its mount. In the drawing, inert gas blowing inlets are 
provided, in particular, between the illumination system and 
the reticle unit, between the reticle unit and the projection 
lens, and between the projection lens and the XYZE stage, and 
an inert gas is filled. The inert gas flow path is not illustrated 
in the drawing . 
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